
December 3, 2014 

To the Citizens of the Town of Orland: 

 We would like to give you the history of the creation of the Wind Energy Facility Ordinance in Orland. 

The Orland Planning Board started the ordinance process in 2009. They took the State Model Ordinance and 

reviewed it with public input over several meetings with small public attendance. The Planning Board revised the 

state wind energy ordinance to fit Orland's needs and concerns, a process which made Orland's version more 

stringent than the state model. This took place over about 18 months and then in March 2010, the voters of the 

Town of Orland enacted a 180 day moratorium followed by an extension of another 180 day moratorium by the 

Orland Board of Selectmen in November 2010. The Planning Board used this time to visit and research different 

wind energy projects throughout Maine. The Planning Board and public completed the ordinance after 2.5 years 

by meeting and exceeding all of State, DEP, and EPA etc. requirements. Any changes to State Ordinance 

Regulations take precedence over town regulations; towns cannot go below state requirements. The ordinance 

was then brought to the Citizens of Orland for an open meeting vote in March 2011. Following the acceptance of 

the ordinance, a straw poll was taken at the open town meeting in June of 2013 to see if the town would support a 

wind turbine project. Due to the low voter turnout, the same article was taken to the voters by secret ballot in 

November 2013.  Results were 439 Yes to 258 No, a large majority vote for yes.  

 Three years after voters in Orland passed the Wind Energy Facility Ordinance, a group called "Friends of 

Dodge Hill" brought a petition to the town for a moratorium of the Wind Energy Facility Ordinance which would 

make it impossible for any commercial wind energy projects in Orland. We have been asked by many citizens 

where this group of people was for the last 5 years. 

 A proposed "Three Wind Turbine Project" (for which no application has been submitted) is a relatively 

small project compared to much larger 18 - 25 turbine count wind energy projects in Maine. The tax revenue from 

the possibly proposed "Three Wind Turbine Project" would be substantial for upwards of 20 years. There also 

must be a decommission bond in place to the Town of Orland. If the project shuts down the owners must 

dismantle and reclaim the land back to its natural state.  

 The Selectmen’s job is to uphold the will of its community.  The community has spoken overwhelmingly 

in favor of the Town’s Wind Energy Facility Ordinance.  Since we already had two moratoriums, to enact a new 

moratorium, in accordance with state law, the Friends of Dodge Hill would have to prove that the current 

ordinance is “inadequate to prevent serious public harm”.  At an informational meeting on November 19, 2014, 

the Selectmen heard input on citizens’ concerns regarding the current ordinance.  Even though it is the 

Selectmen’s belief that specific evidence of serious public harm was not presented at the meeting, and thus a 

moratorium is not warranted in accordance with state law; the Selectmen have decided to take this issue to a 

town-wide secret ballot vote.  The article to be voted on is whether or not to enact a 180 day moratorium on wind 

power development.   

 At this time, with Verso Paper Mill closing and the struggling economy, the Selectmen of the Town of 

Orland believe the wind turbine project is good tax revenue for the Town of Orland and is in-line with the will of 

the greater community. 

Thank You,  

  

The Town of Orland Selectmen 

 

Important dates:    January 6, 2015 – public hearing    7 pm at Orland Community Center Gym 

       January 20, 2015 – secret ballot vote     8 am to 8 pm Orland Community Center Gym 


